
Dear Rising Seniors, 

 

Once again we have prepared a summer reading assignment to help keep you on track for 

success in English IV.  Below you will find a list of reading options and the reader’s journal 

assignment.  We hope this assignment is clear, but if you have questions feel free to contact me 

with any questions at this email address, rsartin@wsfcs.k12.nc.us .  We hope you have a 

wonderful summer and we look forward to working with you next year. 

 

English IV Summer Reading Options Summer 2019 

 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night by Mark Hadden  

  Fifteen-year-old Christopher has an extraordinary brain; he is exceptionally intelligent 

but ill-equipped to interpret everyday life. When he falls under suspicion for killing his 

neighbor’s dog, he sets out to identify the true culprit, which leads to an earth-shattering 

discovery and a journey that will change his life forever. 

       

I Am Mordred by Nancy Springer  

 In I Am Mordred, one of the most fascinating and misunderstood heroes of Arthurian lore 

comes to life in an epic fantasy for Camelot fans. What will a person give to forsake his destiny?  

Foretold by Merlin that he will grow up to kill his father, the beloved King Arthur, young 

Mordred struggles with his fate, loathing the great king who tried to kill him as a baby, yet 

journeying to Camelot where he learns to serve and idolize the legendary leader. Torn between 

feelings of love and hate, Mordred yearns to make peace with Arthur, who still refuses to 

acknowledge him. But Mordred is determined to have peace at any price-even if it costs him his 

soul. 

Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates  

 In a profound work that pivots from the biggest questions about American history and 

ideals to the most intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful 

new framework for understanding our nation's history and current crisis. What is it like to inhabit 

a black body and find a way to live within it? And how can we all honestly reckon with this 

fraught history and free ourselves from its burden? 

The Last Lecture: Lessons in Living by Randy Pausch  

 A lot of professors give talks titled 'The Last Lecture'. Professors are asked to consider 

their demise and to ruminate on what matters most to them: What wisdom would we impart to 

the world if we knew it was our last chance? If we had to vanish tomorrow, what would we want 

as our legacy? 
 

Reader’s Journal 

Students should collect 1-2 sentence quotes from the text and discuss the significance of the quotes 

in 2-3 sentences. In discussing the significance, the students should connect the quotes to the plot, 

character development, or a major theme.  The length requirements are based upon the level of 

your course as outlined below: 

Standard English IV – 10 quotes – a total of 2 pages* from one of the books listed above. 

Honors English IV – 15 quotes – a total of 3 pages* from one of the books listed above. 
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